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Arab states should end incitement in their 
own media, cut off public and private fund-
ing for terrorism, and establish normal rela-
tions with Israel. 

Leaders in Europe should withdraw all 
favor and support from any Palestinian ruler 
who fails his people and betrays their cause. 
And Europe’s leaders and all leaders should 
strongly oppose anti-Semitism, which poi-
sons public debates over the future of the 
Middle East. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have great ob-
jectives before us that make our Atlantic alli-
ance as vital as it has ever been: We will en-
courage the strength and effectiveness of 
international institutions; we will use force 
when necessary in the defense of freedom; 
and we will raise up an ideal of democracy 
in every part of the world. On these three 
pillars we will build the peace and security 
of all free nations in a time of danger. 

So much good has come from our alliance 
of conviction and might. So much now de-
pends on the strength of this alliance as we 
go forward. America has always found strong 
partners in London, leaders of good judg-
ment and blunt counsel and backbone when 
times are tough. And I have found all those 
qualities in your current Prime Minister, who 
has my respect and my deepest thanks. 

The ties between our nations, however, are 
deeper than the relationship between lead-
ers. These ties endure because they are 
formed by the experience and responsibilities 
and adversity we have shared. And in the 
memory of our peoples, there will always be 
one experience, one central event when the 
seal was fixed on the friendship between 
Britain and the United States. The arrival in 
Great Britain of more than 1.5 million Amer-
ican soldiers and airmen in the 1940s was 
a turning point in the Second World War. 
For many Britons, it was a first close look 
at Americans, other than in the movies. Some 
of you here today may still remember the 
‘‘friendly invasion.’’

‘‘Our lads,’’ they took some getting used 
to. There was even a saying about what many 
of them were up to—in addition to being 
‘‘overpaid and over here.’’ [Laughter] At a 
reunion in north London some years ago, an 
American pilot who had settled in England 
after his military service said, ‘‘Well, I’m still 

over here and probably overpaid. So two out 
of three isn’t bad.’’ [Laughter] 

In that time of war, the English people 
did get used to the Americans. They wel-
comed soldiers and fliers into their villages 
and homes and took to calling them ‘‘our 
boys.’’ About 70,000 of those boys did their 
part to affirm our special relationship. They 
returned home with English brides. 

Americans gained a certain image of Brit-
ain as well. We saw an island threatened on 
every side, a leader who did not waver, and 
a country of the firmest character. And that 
has not changed. The British people are the 
sort of partners you want when serious work 
needs doing. The men and women of this 
Kingdom are kind and steadfast and gen-
erous and brave. And America is fortunate 
to call this country our closest friend in the 
world. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. in the 
Royal Banqueting House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs Jack Straw, Secretary of State 
for Defense Geoffrey Hoon, Queen Elizabeth II, 
and Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom; Rear Adm. Richard Cobbold, director, 
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and 
Security Studies; John Chipman, director, Inter-
national Institute for Strategic Studies; American 
magician David Blaine, who spent 44 days in isola-
tion suspended above the River Thames; former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Mullah Omar, 
head of the deposed Taliban regime in Afghani-
stan; and former President Slobodan Milosevic of 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and 
Montenegro). The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks.

Proclamation 7737—National Farm-
City Week, 2003
November 19, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Farm-City Week, Ameri-

cans honor the hard work of the men and 
women who earn a living from the land, and 
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we recognize the importance of their part-
nerships with urban communities. 

Our farmers and ranchers face many chal-
lenges, including weather, crop disease, and 
uncertain pricing. Yet with hard work and 
a love of the land, they have helped America 
build the most productive agricultural econ-
omy in the world. This industry generates 16 
percent of America’s Gross Domestic Prod-
uct and employs 17 percent of our workforce. 

Our farmers and ranchers build and sus-
tain this industry with the help of others. 
While farmers and ranchers manage almost 
half of our Nation’s land, they need proc-
essors, shippers, retailers, food service pro-
viders, and many others to move their prod-
ucts from the farm to the homes of Ameri-
cans and people around the world. As these 
cooperative networks provide us with food, 
clothing, and energy, they help to create a 
prosperous future for America and the world. 

As we celebrate National Farm-City Week, 
I urge citizens to learn more about the Amer-
ican farm-city partnership and how it 
strengthens our country. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 21 
through November 27, 2003, as National 
Farm-City Week. I encourage all Americans 
to join in recognizing the hard work, entre-
preneurship, and ingenuity of those who 
produce and promote America’s agricultural 
goods. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 20, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 21.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by 
Queen Elizabeth II in London 
November 19, 2003

Your Majesty, Your Royal Highness, and 
distinguished guests: Laura and I are deeply 
honored to accept Your Majesty’s gracious 
hospitality and to be welcomed into your 
home. Through the last century and into our 
own, Americans have appreciated the friend-
ship of your people. And we are grateful for 
your personal commitment across five dec-
ades to the health and vitality of the alliance 
between our nations. 

Of course, things didn’t start out too well. 
[Laughter] Yet, even at America’s founding, 
our nations shared a basic belief in human 
liberty. That conviction more than anything 
else led to our reconciliation. And in time, 
our shared commitment to freedom became 
the basis of a great Atlantic alliance that de-
feated tyranny in Europe and saved the lib-
erty of the world. 

The story of liberty, the story of the Magna 
Carta and the Declaration of Independence, 
continues in our time. The power of freedom 
has touched Asia and Latin America and Afri-
ca and beyond. And now our two countries 
are carrying out a mission of freedom and 
democracy in Afghanistan and Iraq. Once 
again, America and Britain are joined in the 
defense of our common values. Once again, 
American and British servicemembers are 
sacrificing in a necessary and noble cause. 
Once again, we are acting to secure the peace 
of the world. 

The bonds between our countries were 
formed in hard experience. We passed 
through great adversity together. We have 
risen through great challenges together. The 
mutual respect and fellowship between our 
countries is deep and strong and permanent. 

Let us raise our glasses to our common 
ideals, to our enduring friendships, to the 
preservation of our liberties, and to Her Maj-
esty, the Queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:49 p.m. in the 
Ballroom at Buckingham Palace. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Queen Elizabeth II. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.
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